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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KABUL 03101 040535Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 /018W 

040539Z 120828/14 

R 040330Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2535 

UNCLAS KABUL 3101 

FOR NEA/PAB, AUSTRIAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAID, PFOR, AF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MARS LINK, KABUL-OMAHA 

1 . PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THOMAS A. GOUTTIERRE, 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA, OMAHA. 

2. QUOTE FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF YOUR APRIL 15 LETTER 
CONTAINING ADDITIONAL DATA FROM MR. HUGH TINLEY REGARDING 

A MARS COMMUNICATION LINK BETWEEN KABUL AND OMAHA, WE HAVE 
HAD FURTHER CONSULTATIONS WITH LOCAL AFGHAN AND U. S. 

OFFICIALS CONCERNING THE MATTER. IN VIEW OF PENDING VISIT 
TO OMAHA OF AFGHAN MINISTER OF HEALTH AND YOUR DESIRE TO 
DISCUSS MATTER WITH HIM, I HAVE REQUESTED OUR DESK OFFICER TO 
PASS ON TO YOU OUR FINDINGS TO DATE. THESE FINDINGS INDICATE 
ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE MORE COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT THAN THEY FIRST 
APPEARED. 

3. FIRST, EMBASSY DOES NOT RPT NOT HAVE RADIO CAPABILITY 
TO REACH THE U.S. DIRECTLY. SO, RADIO EQUIPMENT FOR AN 
EXPERIMENTAL HOOK-UP WOULD HAVE TO BE BROUGHT TO KABUL. 

SECOND, THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT TRIED DIRECT RADIO 
COMMUNICATION, KABUL TO NEW YORK IN 1958, USING A 

20 KW TRANSMITTER AND SPECIAL ANTENNA. THE EXPERIMENT 
DID NOT WORK: THE SIGNAL TO NOISE RATIO WAS SO POOR 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AS TO MAKE TRANSMISSION IMPRACTICAL. THE AFGHAN 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS, WHO IS A RADIO ENGINEER, 

FEELS THAT A SUCCESSFUL DIRECT LINK WITH THE U. S. 

WOULD REQUIRE A SPECIAL RHOMBIC DIRECTIONAL ANTENNA 
COUPLED WITH A POWERFUL TRANSMITTER. 

4. WE EXPECT A RULING FROM THE MINISTRY OF 
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COMMUNICATIONS SHORTLY ON THE AVAILABILITY OF FREQUENCIES 

CITED BY MR. TINLEY, I.E., 13.827, 13,975, AND 14,385 

MEGAHERTZ. I WILL LET YOU HAVE A REPORT ON 

THIS, AND OTHER FINDINGS, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE - 

HOPEFULLY BEFORE YOUR VISIT TO KABUL IN LATE MAY OR EARLY 

JUNE. IF THIS NOT POSSIBLE, LOOK FORWARD TO DISCUSSING 

THE SUBJECT FURTHER WHILE YOU ARE HERE. EXPERIMENTAL 

PROGRAM WILL, OF COURSE, HAVE TO AWAIT RESOLUTION OF ALL 

DETAILS, INCLUDING FORMAL APPROVAL OF AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. 

5. BEST REGARDS, TED. UNQUOTE. 

ELIOT 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED THOMAS A. GOUTTIERRE. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TELECOMMUNICATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977KABUL03101 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 55-1 109 
Format: TEL 
From: KABUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770596/aaaadfbv.tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: bd83169b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2647110 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE MARS LINK, KABUL-OMAHA 
TAGS: EAID, PFOR, AF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bd83169b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



